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While I could provide an update of all that has happened over the last two months, there is not enough 

space nor would each magazine allow for that much space to be taken. 

 

What I can say is that there is a lot of change at all levels on the horizon and it should be no surprise to 

anyone when the laws, rules and regulations are not as they once were, depending on when they take 

effect.  Guns, Wildlife, Over reach, taxes, and a dozen of other subjects under the sun will likely effect 

each and everyone, whether they read this column or not. 

 

Over 700 pieces of Legislation were introduced during the 2024 Legislative Session and the after 

effects will be substantial if not crippling to different sectors of the People of the State of Colorado.  

 

This Fall will be a monumental time at the Ballot with likely the most Ballot Initiatives that have ever 

been slated at one time.   

 

While not all of them will be Sportsmen related issues the proposed Firearm and Ammunition 6.5% 

Excise Tax Initiative that was run as referred measure from the General Assembly will only further 

dampen the Licensed Legal Sale of Firearms and Ammunition in this State. 

 

The Denver City/County Fur Ban which also includes Cowboy Hats, Fishing Flies and Lures and 

Native American Crafts, if passed will set the tone and narrative of just how far Left Colorado has 

become.  Also, the Denver City/County Slaughter House Ban shows that the extremists even want to 

impose their agenda further on the Agriculture Community and dictate what people actually eat.  

 

Additionally, the Mountain Lion/Bobcat Hunting Ban is literally a Wolf in Sheep's clothing, that if 

passed will provide a Statutory definition of Trophy Hunting that when dissected and read between the 

lines will set a precedent by actually defining hunting itself.   This is not just about Mountain Lions and 

Bobcats, if one reads the language, any species can be substituted and any method of take will be in 

jeopardy. 

 

While this is a Colorado issue for this November it has the ability to provide a Legal Precedent that will 

not be confined to the borders of Colorado.   

 

There will continue to be multiple fundraisers and events through the Summer to help defeat these 

measures and somewhere around the 5th of July we will actually know if the enemy has gotten enough 

signatures to qualify for the Ballot this Fall.   The Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management 

(CRWM) has been fighting diligently since last October to the tune of hundreds of thousands of dollars 

to leave no stone unturned through this entire process.  CRWM along with thousands of individuals, 

businesses, organizations and industry leaders has allowed us to be positioned better than ever before 

however, it should not ride on the shoulders of some.  All Sportsmen and Women need to engage to 

help with a victory this November.  If something is worth doing, it is worth fighting for.  For more 

information and to support the efforts go to savethehuntcolorado.com.  Additionally, you can follow 

C.R.W.M on Instagram or on Facebook follow the Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management.  

Also check out Coloradotrapper.com. 



 

The Outdoorsman Day’s Convention is August 9th and 10th at Pathfinder Regional Park in Florence, CO 

and there is 2 full days of activities, seminars, demonstrations, vendors along with a Friday Night 

Chuck wagon Dinner and Saturday Night Fundraising Banquet.  Evening Events will be $30.00 for 

Friday Night and $60.00 for the Saturday Night Banquet both of which that can be purchased at 

coloradooutdoorsmansdays.com and based upon selling out last year a week before the event, the early 

bird will get the worm.  There is a high likelihood that tickets will not be available onsite.   

 

Vendors can also get information on the website or you can email office@coltpha.com for more 

information.   Hotels are within 3 miles in Canon City and Camping on site will be allowed as well for 

a nightly fee.   

 

This will be a busy summer as we prepare for what might determine the fate of hunting, trapping and 

conservation in Colorado.   

 

Dan Gates 

President 
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