Hello to the CTPHA membership. This has been a trying year politically, with the C.A.T. activist group
putting initiative 91 on the ballot. I'm concerned as all of you are that our heritage and rights as hunters
and trappers is in danger. It’s not a danger we would have ever expected to encounter years ago. Years
ago, one might have expected to lose hunting/trapping opportunities due to loss of habitat or over
harvesting a species. It turns out that are greatest danger has been media manipulation. Through lies
and deceit, animal rights activists have been turning public sentiment against hunting and trapping.
Media manipulation shows us as a group who kills everything with no concern for the populations or for
the future. This portrayal of us has not been accurate. Hunters and trappers have done more than any
other group for conservation. Hunters and trappers are selective in which animals are harvested. They
can walk up to a trap and see that a bobcat is a kitten and release it harm free. They can look up at a lion
in a tree and see that it is a female and pull the dogs away and leave it unharmed. Not only can this
happen, but it does happen more times than not. Most houndsmen and trappers will not harvest a
young cat or a female. They would prefer to conserve the animals in the area that they hunt and not take
away the future. In this world we live in, everyone gets lumped into categories. One of these closely
related categories is an environmentalist versus a conservationist. An environmentalist wants to protect
something so that it can’t be used and it never changes. A conservationist wants to protect something so
that it can be used and conserved for the use of future generations. | am a conservationist and would
love for my son to have the same opportunities that | have had as he grows up. This all leads back to the
political crisis we are facing now. You can say what you want about the anti-hunting/trapping movement
but you can’t say that they aren’t passionate about preventing us from doing what we have been doing
for generations. Hunters/trappers want to be left alone to do what we have always done. But they have
brought this fight to our front door step. They have put it on the ballot and we are on the verge of losing
our heritage. Its time to take a page out of their books. We need to take the time before this election
and talk to people who don’t have the same knowledge you have about hunting/trapping. Tell them how
it will affect their taxes when the CPW stops getting hunting license revenue due to lack of deer/elk
because of the overpopulation of predators. Tell them that our current North American Model for
Wildlife Conservation has been the most successful model ever created to sustain our wildlife
populations. Explain to these people who just watched an anti-hunting commercial that shows a cute
little lion kitten that this isn’t the age class of animal that is harvested and there are regulations in place
to prevent it from happening. We need to have a grass roots movement form our membership to get out
and educate your neighbors and the public about what is at stake. | am happy to help any of you who
need talking points as you go forward to speak with your neighbors on the subject. Thanks for your time
and don’t hesitate to reach out if you need help.



