Southeast Regional Director — Ethan Gates

| can’t even begin to explain what a whirlwind this past year has been. The things that | have
had to do not only for the association but just to help keep the family business alive while my
dad has essentially changed careers while fighting the anti-hunting agenda here in Colorado.
It has also been a strain to help do anything necessary through the last 10 months from a
Southeast Director position. While there has been a lot of things that we have engaged in
over the last 10 years, nothing can compare to the onslaught that the association, the
industry, our business and family has had to endure.

While this past year has become sometimes a second, third and fourth additional job to my
parents just trying to save the hunt, it is also increased the need for me to up my game from
everything to events, fundraisers, meetings, legislative issues and altering my wife’s and |
lifestyle more than anyone can imagine.

For anyone who is inquiring about Outdoorsman Days and what it takes to pull off, please keep
in mind without it being in a central location like what we have had last year and this year, it is
almost impossible to make it work given the facility and the infrastructure to pull this off not
to mention the connections and the familiarity for the general public.

This will be the hardest year that we have ever had as all of lives will be in jeopardy come
November 5%. 1996 was awful. 2020 altered Colorado’s landscape. 2024 just by defining
hunting in the measure it could literally change every method of take, species and season and
we should not take this lightly. We can win but not if you sit on the sideline. Not if you don’t
help fund it. Not if you don’t spread the message and Not if you are not registered and do not
vote.

| am 33 years old and | have dedicated a 1/3 of my life to this association and to help my family
be able to take the lead in helping to save the hunt in Colorado. | am not expecting everybody
to do what my parents have done or what | have tried to help with but this is our moment and
as my dad has said, everybody has a choice to sit on the sidelines and complain about a loss or
get in the game and be part of a victory. It’s up to all of us.



