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VICTORY! VICTORY! VICTORY!   

 
Colorado Sportsmen and Women along with the entire sportsmen community of the United States 
collectively won by exceeding all expectations of defeating the Colorado Hunting Ban, Proposition 127 
and the Denver Fur Ban, Ordinance 308 and the Denver Slaughter House Ban, Ordinance 309 on 
November 5th. 

 
Through a multi faceted, 14 month, 3 million dollar opposition campaign led by the Coloradans for 
Responsible Wildlife Management (CRWM) the hunting ban was defeated 55% to 45% in a State that 
has all but been written off because of the left wing ,liberally minded ,animal extremists that have not 
only taken over the majority of the politics in Colorado but have attempted to undermine all aspects 
of Science Based Wildlife Management and the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. 

 
While the Colorado Trappers and Predator Hunters Association was involved as one of the partner 
organizations to 127 and 308 it was CRWM and the Issues Committee Colorado Wildlife Deserve 
Better that rallied the troops, provided the ground game, organized the funding, and strategized all 
aspects of the successful campaign through persistence, experience, risk taking and intestinal 
fortitude to help create the single largest anti-hunting ballot initiative defeat in the last 30 years in the 
United States. 

 
Individual donors from all 50 States along with businesses, industry leaders, organizations, podcasters, 
influencers, and a host of others from the hook and bullet and trapping community finally came 
together under one umbrella to show a unified force that has never been seen to defeat the 
nationwide enemies  that were hoping to claim a victory at multiple levels so they could move to the 
next species, method of take or state that they have in their gun sights. 

 
But to show the tenacity and disregard for public process, the animal extremists groups, 9 days after 
the Election, after getting kicked in the mouth at the ballot immediately regrouped and tried to 
threaten and bully the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission into going against the will of the 
people when they once again attacked Houndsmen and Trappers, but were once again unsuccessful as 
the left leaning Commissioners actually voted in favor of Science Based Wildlife Management by 
unanimously passing the East slope Mountain Lion Management Plan and continuing to support the 
will of the voter. 
  
Victory after Victory we have claimed, but the extremism will not stop.  They vow to continually 
pressure and petition in the coming months not only the CPW Commission but they also threaten to 
get legislation run in an attempt to circumvent the Election Results even though they have consistently 
lost at every level of the public process since 2015 and on 6 consecutive decisions since 2019. 

 



The fight continues.  We have proven that we can win.  If you have not been part of these efforts 
please join the movement.  Funding continues to be imperative.  A 3 million dollar opposition 
campaign like we established does not happen by accident, but it cannot continue to happen without 
the support of the people who benefit off of the results and victories.  Supporting CRWM, who is the 
only Colorado organization that provides full-time lobbying representation for hunting and angling 
interests at the Colorado State Capitol, needs your support.  Follow them on Instagram and Facebook.  
Donate to the effort at the savethehuntcolorado.com.  We have won many battles but the war rages 
on and the well funded enemy will once again rebuild and not only come back in Colorado, sooner 
than later, but will also change their plans and head to another State that is not as well organized, 
funded and ready for such assaults like Colorado just defeated.   

 
After the Victories we have been on the road including but not limited to Presenting at the National 
Association of Sportsmen Caucuses in Louisiana, to start the education of the playbook and road map 
building that everyone wants to learn on what happened to be successful in defeating the anti’s. Many 
other opportunities and requests are coming about and we will continue to carry the baton because 
this is much bigger than Colorado.  It is much bigger than Mountain Lions and Bobcats.  Bigger than 
hound hunting.  Bigger than Trapping.  Bigger than the Fur Ban. 

 
This is  the start of a movement that we can win if we don’t get complacent and think that it will never 
be me.  It will never be my avocation.  It will never be my State or my preferred method of take 
because if anybody thinks like that it, will always be them.   

 
Colorado Outdoorsman Days is August 8th and 9th, 2025 in Florence, Colorado.  The CTPHA Fur Auction 
is February 5th & 6th in Hugo, Colorado.  There are lots of opportunities to participate and engage.  The 
association will once again have a giant booth at the National Western Stock in Denver in January. 

 
Step up. Speak up. Engage. Join the fight. Without you, is this worth fighting for?  

 
Happy Holidays and most of all “Stay the Course” and “Aim Small and Miss Small.” 

 
Dan Gates 

 
 

 
 
 
 


