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Well the Victory of the past election has been short lived.  Most recently, reoccurring efforts through 
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission and even the General Assembly have shown signs of the 
ugly snake once again showing it’s head as the Animal Right’s Extremists Groups somehow translate 
multiple 10 point plus losses into a twisted story of not a loss but an actual call to action that they 
expect the Governing bodies to adhere to and some how change the Vote and the Will of the People. 
 
These same Extremists stand proud to defend the 2020 Proposition 114 Wolf Ballot Initiative victory 
that was 50.9% to 49.1% ,but in the same breath some how misconstrue their Proposition 127 defeat 
that was 55% to 45% as some sort of call to action because they did not get what they want.   
 
This just shows that the fight will never end.  Even by them losing Denver Ordinance 308, the Fur Ban 
by a margin of 57% to 43% and Denver Ordinance 309, the Slaughter House Ban by a margin of 69% to 
31% they still attempt to claim victory to no avail. 
 
Being a Colorado resident myself this is comparable to the Denver Broncos just making the playoffs for 
the first time in 9 years and then losing to the Buffalo Bills 31 to 7 and the Bronco’s fans appealing and 
revolting saying that we really didn’t loose, we should be able to continue to play in the next round.  
The lunacy of the hunting, angling, trapping and Wildlife Management enemies is that they will never 
be happy with the truth.  They will never be happy with the vote.  They will never be happy with the 
facts or the science or the managing agencies or the governing bodies that are the stewards of our 
nations wildlife resources unless they are in total alignment with their own morals and their ethics and 
their beliefs. 
 
What the Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management did in 2024 by helping to rally the troops 
and circle the wagons was to defeat the nations largest anti-hunting ballot initiative attempt in the last 
30 years, but it also gave proof that the animal activist community has far bigger agendas than one 
might see on the surface.  The time has come for all consumptive use/conservation organizations to 
realize that nothing is safe.  No species, no seasons, no method of take, and no State. 
 
Trappers can no longer be trappers.  Bowhunters can no longer be bowhunters.  Waterfowl hunters 
can no longer be waterfowl hunters.  Houndsmen can no longer be houndsmen.  Each and every one 
of these avocational pursuits and dozens more need to stand up, lock arms, draw a line in the sand 
and tell the story and align themselves as Sportsmen and Women first.  We help divide and conquer 
ourselves by claiming what favorite pursuit that we call our own.  We help the anti movement single 
us out to pick the low hanging fruit.  We help the general public misunderstand the needs of Science 
Based Wildlife Management with no knowledge of the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation.  We, as a community, as organizations and associations and individuals and industry 
leaders help create this appearance of the lack of uniformity, solidarity and collaboration by just 
sticking in our lane and more often than not supporting our own interest and wheel house. 
 
HOWEVER, the Victory in Colorado on Proposition 127 helped in starting to build a new road map and 
play book with the unequivocal support of every type or Sportsman and Woman from around the 
Country including but not limited to small, medium and large organizations.  From trappers in New 



Hampshire to Houndsmen in Washington to Gator hunters in Florida to Elk hunters in Montana and 
Duck hunters in North Dakota and Bowhunters from Oklahoma and every corner of the hunting, 
angling and trapping community from around North America to come together in helping to defeat  
the wording and the language of Proposition 127, it showed what can be done .  It was not about 
Mountain Lions and Bobcats and it was not about a small State group trying to take away the low 
hanging fruit.  It was about the complete attempt to get the nose under the tent to where if passed 
would have set the tone and narrative for the snowball to continue to run down hill and go outside of 
the State Boundaries taking everything in it’s path.  Defeating Prop 127 was not only a monumental 
effort but also a monumental Victory that we need to continue to capitalize on without letting our 
foot off of the gas. 
 
Those who stand idle often watch time go by.  Those that are in the fight always stand the test of time. 
 
There are tons of things people can do, not only in Colorado to get involved, and we encourage each 
and everyone of you whether in State or out of State, to look in the mirror and say “Have I done my 
part?” “What can I do to help” “Am I willing to fight for it?” 

 
The CTPHA Fur  Auction in February had a good turn out and while prices overall remain sub-par it 
continues to Support the efforts of participants but that should not be taken for granted because we 
are currently working to defeat efforts in Colorado that not only would create Furbearer bag limits and 
quotas but also attempts to prohibit the sale or the commercialization of the Furbearing Animals.  As I 
said, this is a constant fight.  Other restrictions could include the ability to use hounds, GPS tracking 
devices while considering attempts to degrade and erode fair chase practices and prohibiting or 
restricting methods of take in the discussions of “Trophy Hunting.”  I don’t expect everyone who reads 
this column to understand the severity of this fragile landscape but if you are interested enough to 
read this far I encourage you not to be the one who stands idle. 
 
On a closing note the Colorado Outdoorsmans Days is scheduled for August 8th & 9th in Florence, 
Colorado and it has become an event that you do not want to miss.  Last year we had 4600 attendees 
with a Saturday Night Fundraiser Banquet that had 400 attendees and it is all hunting, fishing and 
trapping.  For more information go to coloradooutdoorsmandays.com.  Also check out 
coloradotrapper.com and savethehuntcolorado.com, follow CRWM on Instagram @c.r.w.m and on 
Facebook ,Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management and be sure to check out and follow the 
new Podcast “Through the Gates” to save the hunt on all of the streaming platforms. 
   
As Randy Newburg said “ It’s up to Us , Question is ...Are we gonna do it ?’’ 

 


