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For those who have not been paying attention things continue to ramp up at all levels in
Colorado. From further restrictions on Firearms to Legislative attempts to alter the way that
Colorado Parks and Wildlife can actually manage Wildlife to the constant onslaught of the
Animal Rights Extremists attempts to rehash the results of last year’s election on Proposition
127. It is obvious that we need to continue to stay the course and keep fighting at all levels.

With the current makeup of the CPW Commission and the imbalance in the General Assembly,
maintaining what we have accomplished is becoming more and more difficult because of the
many things being thrown in our direction.

Depending on when you read this, especially if it is in a magazine the Legislative Session will
be over and the State will be reeling from all of the new laws that were created in addition to
what the Commission continues to work on.

80 hours a week and sometimes more is what is necessary to engage and stay apprised while
attempting to defend the hunting, angling and trapping way of life in Colorado. Engagement is
needed. Funding is imperative. And no longer can we take for granted that our previous
victories will lay down further paths of success. We have won at every level and as we win the
opposition, supported by this Governor and this administration continues to rearm, retool,
restrategize and replenish their coffers to try to accomplish their goals before this Governor is
termed out and out of office in January of 2027.

| often am on the same soap box but you need to continue to support and fund these efforts
if we have any chance of maintaining our place on the landscape.

While I and the Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management have been recognized and
awarded on numerous occasions because of our victories over the last year, non of that matters
if we do not continue to fight and sustain the cause. We have more momentum now than what
we ever had but we have gained more positive and negative attention that what we ever had
because of our numerous victories.

While I don’t expect everybody to comprehend or even care, [ do expect most, if not all to at
least acknowledge what has been accomplished and to support the efforts so we can continue to
maintain our successes.

Between the Social Media Platforms and the “Through the Gates” Podcast there are plenty of
ways to keep apprised so | will not bore you with the details on all of the meetings and all of
the travel and all of the focus groups and the working groups and the coalitions, but I will tell
you that Furbearer Harvest continues to be scrutinized and jeopardized. Predator Management
continues to be Bastardized and without the engagement of CTPHA and CRWM we would
have lost what we have, years ago.



Once again as a reminder, the Colorado Outdoorsman Days is ramping up for August 8" and 9t
in Florence, Colorado. Vendor Spaces are available and as | have previously mentioned, we
had 4600 attendees last year with a Saturday Night Fundraiser Banquet that had 400 attendees.
Fore more information go to coloradooutdoorsmansdays.com also check out
coloradotrapper.com and savethehuntcolorado.com, follow CRWM on Instagram@c.r.w.m. and
on Facebook, Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management and be sure to check out and
follow the new Podcast “Through the Gates™ to save the hunt on all of the streaming platforms.

Aim small, Miss Small
Dan Gates
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