
 

  SECRETARY REPORT  

WINTER 2025 

 

Hi Everyone!   

 

I would like to welcome our new members Devin Staker, Craig, CO; Mark Ross, NE; David 

McCarty, Colorado Springs, CO; Devin Jaffe, Florence, CO;  

 

The Outdoorsman Days Event was a huge success!  If you did not make it, you missed out on a 

lot of fun.  The Banquet sold out again and was a huge fundraiser!  Thank you to the 25 Big 

Corporate Tables that were bought.  Thank you to all of you who thought it was important 

enough to come and help support an evening that was so important.  Again thank you!! Friday 

Night Chuckwagon Dinner sold out and was also a lot of fun and great food! I would like to give 

a shout out to the Board Members and Volunteers who worked long hours through the high heat 

to help make it run very smooth with no hitches.  Ethan Gates, Will Prator, Riley Nelson, Seth 

Branstetter, Kasey Wachtendorf, Steve Huber, Scott Gruber and his wife, Jessica Whitaker and 

her friend Kenzie and Ms. Rodeo Colorado Sierra Southerland and Lady in Waiting Lindsey 

Fancher-Rule.  Mark Ross who traveled from Nebraska and to all the others who just said what 

can I do to help.  Also Brian and Susie Dieter, Jeremy McNeely and his crew and Stephanie & 

Duane from Pathfinder Park.  Also, we could not have done our Live Auction without Myles 

Downare and Orva Yoder what a great time.  Also, thank you to all the Sponsors and Donors and 

to the many Vendors who gave us such a diverse selection of businesses and merchandise.  A big 

shout out to our Speakers and individuals who did a Demo.  We thank you for donating your 

time to help make this year a huge success. Thanks to Sam WestFall for running the Valor 

Archery Challenge and John & Brandy Vernetti for all of their help. A big shout out to our 

Colorado Parks & Wildlife Partners Zak Holder, Bob Carochi, Sean Shepard, Frank McGee, 

Zach Baker and all of the other CPW team that put on the Hunter Education Classes, The Fishing 

Derby, the Skinning Demonstrations and the Educational Booth and Shooting Trailer.   This year 

award for Professional Wildlife of the Year was given to the Whitaker Brothers.  Workhorse of 

the Year was given to Justin Anglevich and Trapper of the Year was given to Mike Powell.  

Congratulations to all for your hard work and dedication.  Mark your calendars for next year’s 

Outdoorsman Days which will be held on August 7th and 8th, 2026 at Pathfinder Park, Florence, 

Colorado.  Board Members remained the same with Vice President Adam Warren, 

Secretary/Treasurer Karen Gates; SW Regional Director Christy Bryan and NE Regional 

Director Naomi Hersh.  We will have a booth again at the National Western Stock Show from 

January 10th – January 25th, 2026.  Contact Jim Hooks for more information at 970 406-8319.  

The Fur Auction will be held February 4th & 5th, 2026 in Hugo, Colorado at the Lincoln County 

Fairgrounds.  Fur drop off will be on January 31st and February 1st, 2026.  For more info contact 

Greg Ashmore at 719 743-2552.  The Board/Membership Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

February 1st, 2026 at 10:00 am. 

 

For the most up to date information please go to the websites, coloradotrapper.com and 

savethehuntcolorado.com and coloradooutdoorsmansdays.com and make sure you check out 

“Through the Gates” to Save The Hunt Podcast on all your favorite Podcast streaming services. 

 

I would like to remind everyone, please continue signing up New Memberships.  This has always 

been important but especially now. 

 

Please make sure if you have an email address, I have it. I also need a current phone number. 

This is the only way we are keeping our membership up to date with the current information and 

events on a timely fashion because of the rising costs of printing and postage and the 

unreliability of delivery of the mail and the inability to communicate immediately.  So if you 

want to be kept in the loop make sure I have your correct EMAIL Address.  Please go to the 



coloradotrapper.com website you can renew your Membership or Join our association there.  We 

also have merchandise that is available for purchase.  This tool has been very effective and 

efficient so far.  Please make sure you continue to checkout the website for updated information.  

This will be the most current. 

 

 If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at 719 275-4077 or 

office@coltpha.com. 

 

Karen Gates 

Secretary/Treasurer 
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