SOUTHEAST REGIONAL DIRECTOR

The spring and summer has been quite busy and with me having knee surgery and being laid up and
somewhat incapacitated over the last 5 months it's been difficult to try to maintain the business
obligations while my dad is continuing to run around the country to deal with all of the stuff that is thrown
at us from every direction.

Me being aware of how volatile everything is like ,with the Furbearer working group and the Beaver
management plan along with the couple of citizens petitions that are trying to stop everything that we do
it becomes increasingly difficult to maintain what we have done even with the recent victories of last
winter.

What | see is that a lot of Sportsmen and women became satisfied with the victory and maybe don't have
the stomach, or maybe they just don't realize that the fight is never over.

While | play a lot of the background stuff so my dad can continue to step up to the plate on everybody
else's behalf ,I'm hopeful that we can make a difference in the long term but we have to be able to survive
in a short term.

| don't really think people realize how much goes into this, to do it in this landscape against these
enemies.

I don't think they really realize how much my mom and dad have sacrificed, and while | continue to do it,
the only reason that | do is because of my folks.
If they quit I'm done.

From the lack of participation that I've seen from so many different sectors and so many different people
and so many different organizations, | don't understand how my dad does what he does because the
appreciation and the acknowledgment of how important this is goes on deaf ears for a lot of our supposed
supporters.

| will do what is necessary. | will continue to support the cause. | will do the best that | can while my folks
spend 60 to 80 hours a week on this crap. Week in and week out. It's likely to disappear, it's just a matter
of when and who's going to continue to try to carry the load once my mom and dad decide to step

away. That's exactly what the extremists want. That's what they're planning on. That's what they are
hoping for. They're not afraid of the rest of the community but they actually hate the Gates family... That's
why | support what we do.

People better pay attention.
They better figure out a way to step up.
And they better figure out a way to fund it.

Ethan Gates



