
‭Since I have been the Vice President of the CTPHA, every year about this time of year, I hold‬
‭my breath. There is a knot in my stomach, and my stress levels go up. I know it's coming. I don't‬
‭know from what angle, but I know it's coming. Someone who has little or no knowledge of‬
‭wildlife management thinks they need to fix something that isn't broken. This year, it comes in‬
‭the form of a Citizens' Petition coming to the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission. This‬
‭citizen's petition wants to ban the sale, barter, or trade of wildlife fur in the state of Colorado.‬
‭This was attempted in Denver during the last election cycle and was defeated by the voters.‬
‭Since they couldn't manipulate the voters into voting against a ban on fur, they've changed‬
‭tactics. Governor Polis has handpicked several members of the Colorado Parks and Wildlife‬
‭Commission. Now they are entertaining the idea of banning the sale of fur. It seems odd to me‬
‭that there are laws against wasting wild game meat but this citizens petition encourages you not‬
‭to use fur. Explain to me how it is illegal to not use the meat from a wild game (wanton waste‬
‭laws) but they want to make it illegal to use the fur that comes from wild animals. Colorado is so‬
‭concerned with renew, reuse, and recycling that we passed a law saying you can't use a plastic‬
‭bag to bring your groceries home. Yet if you try to use fur, the most natural thing on the planet,‬
‭they want to make it illegal? I understand that no, it won't be illegal for me to use the fur, but‬
‭someone who doesn't have the time, knowledge, or ability to collect fur would not be able to‬
‭purchase these renewable resource items? Anyone who wants to know what they can do to‬
‭help, donate to Coloradoans For Responsible Wildlife Management or join us on March 4-5 in‬
‭Denver or May 6-7 in Grand Junction at the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission meetings.‬


