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We have often said that if you do not show up and engage, you should expect to face the 

consequences. While we are on the brink of significant change, the March 4th and 5th Colorado 

Parks and Wildlife Commission meeting made the reality of animal rights extremism in our state 

undeniable. 
 

While over 600 sportsmen, women, and agricultural producers showed up to testify against the 

commission's current agenda-driven dysfunction, we are facing a well-funded charge led by the 

Center for Biological Diversity and Project Coyote. These organizations are refining their efforts in 

Colorado with the intent to expand across the Western United States. 
 

This should be of deep concern to all of us. The complacency within the trapping and hunting 

community is a major threat. The belief that "it won't happen in my state" is dangerous. These 

organizations have hundreds of millions of dollars to fund their efforts to eliminate trapping and 

predator hunting—which they view as the "lowest hanging fruit." Meanwhile, most state 

associations can barely afford a month of legal counsel. 
 

As President of the Colorado Trappers and Predator Hunters Association and Executive Director for 

Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management, I spend 60 to 80 hours a week fighting for 

science-based wildlife management. It is frustrating to see many in our community more focused 

on social media clout and "grip and grin" photos than on the legislative battles that determine our 

future. If you are not contributing time or money to this fight, you are part of the problem. 
 

If we do not engage and educate ourselves now, our days are numbered. I encourage you to get 

involved: 
 

  - Attend Outdoorsman Days: August 7th and 8th at Pathfinder Regional Park in Florence, CO. 

Vendor and sponsorship opportunities are available. 

  - Stay Informed: Visit coloradotrapper.com (http://coloradotrapper.com) 

and savethehuntcolorado.com (http://savethehuntcolorado.com). 

  - Support the Cause: Please consider donating 

at savethehuntcolorado.com (http://savethehuntcolorado.com). 

  - Follow Us: Check out @C.R.W.M on Instagram, Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife 

Management on Facebook, and the "Through the Gates" podcast. 
 

If you want to move from the sidelines and help maintain these essential conservation tools, 

please reach out. We need your ideas and your participation to sustain our heritage for future 

generations. 
 

Best regards, 

President  

Dan Gates 
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