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As we look toward the 2026 general elections and the conclusion of the current administration’s term in 
January 2027, there is finally light on the horizon for Colorado’s conservation community. The last 

eight years have been some of the most challenging due to the extremist shift in how our state's wildlife 
and natural resources are managed. 

 
While we have successfully defeated several detrimental measures—including the Beaver Bill (HB24-
1323), the rodenticide bill, and multiple citizens' petitions—the pressure to transition Colorado toward 

a "rewilding" program remains. We must recognize that the challenges we face often stem from 
executive direction rather than Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) itself. 

 
Our focus is now on the constitutional right to hunt and fish ballot initiative, known as Initiative 302. 
Once signatures are certified, this will be on the 2026 ballot. This initiative is a vital tool to codify 

Colorado Revised Statute 33-1-101 and protect our outdoor heritage. 
 

I urge all sportsmen and women to stay informed, register to vote, and educate the public on the 
importance of these managed activities. We are already preparing for the next legislative session and 
continue to engage at every level to bridge the urban/rural divide. 

 
Please join us for the Outdoorsman Day’s event on August 7th and 8th at Pathfinder Regional Park in 

Florence, Colorado. This event will feature an excellent lineup of presenters and sponsors committed to 
our cause. 
 

To stay updated and get involved: 
 

  - Websites: coloradotrapper.com and savethehuntcolorado.com 
  - Social Media: @C.R.W.M on Instagram and "Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife Management" on 
Facebook 

  - Podcast: "Through the Gates" 
 

Colorado is currently the epicenter of this national struggle. If we do not stand in the doorway to stop 
this extremist movement now, we risk losing the rights we have fought so hard to defend. 
 

Best regards, 
 

Dan Gates 
719-269-7972 
"Aim Small, Miss Small"
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